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What is a Hoodoo ?  
ÅAccording to 

a general 
definition, 

Hoodoos are 
oddly shaped 

pillars of rock 
that develop 

through 
erosion by 
wind and 

water . 



ÅThey are 
composed of soft 
sedimentary rock 

and are topped by 
a piece of harder, 
less easily eroded 

stone that 
protects the 

column from the 
elements . 



 

ÅIn Palo Duro Canyon, the sandstone 
caprock of the Upper Trujillo has slid 
down the hill resting upon the softer 
mudstone of the Trujillo and Tecovas.  

 

ÅAs the softer mudstone erodes over 
the centuries, the capstone, which 
typically remains at a tilt , protects 
the softer material underneath.  



A brief comparison of Bryce Canyon 
National Park, Utah  

ÅIn Bryce Canyon 

 


